
On November 8th, the veterans who live and work at Evergreen Community were honored with a 
breakfast, as well as a ceremony with entertainment and refreshments in the afternoon. Mr. Jay Collins, 
Evergreen Chaplain, led the afternoon ceremony with the guests, including residents, family members, and 
Evergreen team members, singing the National Anthem.  Each veteran was presented a certificate of 
appreciation by Blake Foster, Marine at the Olathe Recruitment Center, as well as an American flag lapel 
pin. The appreciation was palpable and endearing. Following the presentation, Jane Christianson provided 
entertainment with her accordion while cake and refreshments were enjoyed. 

We would like to thank the following residents and Evergreen team members for their service: 

“There is certain enthusiasm in liberty, that makes human nature rise above itself, in 

acts of  bravery and heroism.” - Alexander Hamilton 

Ambreia “Bre” Anderson  

Kenneth “Ken” Belko  

Henry Brown  

Orville Byers  

Brandon Conrade  

Clement “Clem” Engle  

Billy Girod  

Joseph “Joe” Hoobery  

Keith Justice  

Jennifer Kubin  

Leslie Martin  

Polly Martin  

Walter “Walt” Milford  

 

James Morgan  

Sharon Mossman  

Richard “Mickey” Pugh  

Michael Shields  

Andrew “Andy” Smith  

Stephanie Stewart 

Donald “Don” Truby 
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In order to continue our mission to provide the best person-

centered, long-term care possible to individuals living at 

Evergreen Community, regardless of their resources, we rely on 

the generosity of individuals like you. Your contributions help 

us enhance the lives of those we serve. Our promise to you is we 

will always ensure your financial support directly impacts 

individuals living at Evergreen through services and 

enhancements that contribute to a more meaningful life. 

 

This year we are raising funds to purchase 20 iPods and headphones to bring the gift of music to more 

individuals living at Evergreen Community. Many people living in long-term care communities face cognitive 

and physical difficulties and have left behind their friends and familiar surroundings. The Music & Memory 

program at Evergreen helps people dealing with a wide range of cognitive and physical challenges to find 

renewed meaning and connection in their lives through music. I’m sure you can think of a time when you 

heard a favorite song and it positively changed your day. 

 

Through the Music & Memory program we set up personalized music playlists on iPods. Familiar, favorite 

songs evoke deep memories not lost to dementia and bring joy back to individuals. Research and evaluation of 

music therapy in long-term care communities shows consistent results of increased happiness and social 

interaction. There is also growing evidence that a personalized music program reduces the use of anti-

psychotic medications. 

 

“D.O. was a very quiet lady who had advanced dementia and did not communicate verbally, besides 

an occasional ‘yes’ or ‘no.’ Even in the later stage of dementia, religion remained important to her, 

and her family would take her to church each week. When we started the Music & Memory 

program, she was one of the first to receive an iPod, which was the best decision ever. For someone 

whom we had not heard but a few words from in years, she sang along with the hymns word for 

word, and perfectly on beat. She brought me to tears. It was like magic, and you could see the life 

in her eyes and her smile. She understood and recognized that with her disease, she could not 

speak, so when she was singing she was aware and it felt right.”   

– Evergreen Team Member 

 

At Evergreen, we serve individuals 365 days a year in their home with dignity and respect. It is always a 

balancing act due to nominal Medicaid reimbursement rates and rising supply, equipment, and wage costs. 

The purchase of an additional 20 iPods and headphones to expand the Music & Memory program will 

positively impact individuals living at Evergreen. However, it will only be successful if we can raise the 

necessary $3,500 through grants and individual donors like you. 

 

If you would like to give a monetary gift, please visit www.ECOJC.org and click on the ‘2018 Annual Fund 

Drive” button to donate through OneCause or mail your gift to Evergreen Community of Johnson County, c/o 

Shawna Walberg, 11875 S. Sunset Dr., Suite 100, Olathe, KS 66061. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. Your dedicated support gives us confidence to continue on our path of person 

centered care. Our mission depends on your willingness to sustain and advance our annual funding needs. 

We are truly appreciative of the kindness you have shown to the residents of Evergreen Community. 

Sincerely, 

 
Chris Osborn 

Chief Executive Officer 

“It has been a privilege and a blessing to share our common path of dedicated service  to the less fortunate.  
May the experience humble us and enrich our spirits, always.”  - Unknown 

From the  desk of the CEO  

http://www.ECOJC.org


In 2018, GERTI has had over 300 students attend in-person and online 

classes as well as had over 800 individuals attend speaking engagements at 

local school districts including Blue Valley, Basehor-Linwood, Eudora and 

Olathe. Students from Kansas City Kansas Community College and 

Johnson County Community College have also received education from 

GERTI. Belinda Vierthaler, Director of GERTI, has been asked to speak at 

other long-term care communities and assisted living communities 

including Clover Care, Westchester Village, and Lakeview Village. 

Additionally, Karen Craig, GERTI Consultant, spoke at the Kansas 

Healthcare Association Director of Nursing Bootcamp in November. 

 

On October 15th, GERTI celebrated it’s 15th Anniversary with a reception 

and free CEU at Evergreen Community.  If you would like to know more 

about what GERTI offers, please visit our website at www.GERTI.org, 

like us on Facebook, or feel free to call us at 913-477-8251. 

At the end of October, Evergreen team members set up a 

booth at the Live Well Age Well Expo at the Marriott Over-

land Park and also participated in Celebrate Olathe’s Trick-

or-Treat Trail & Mahaffie 

Stagecoach’s Trick-or-

Treat Off the Trail events.  

 

Evergreen team members 

have been volunteering 

for Meals on Wheels de-

livery weekly and Ever-

green is involved in 

Olathe’s Adopt-A-Street 

program, with Evergreen Community and Evergreen Hos-

pice adopting Ridgeview Road from 127th to College 

Boulevard. 

 

Coming up, Evergreen Hospice team members will be 

speaking at the Briggs Healthcare event at the Jewish Com-

munity Center in December.  

 

Keep an eye out for us in the community!  

Festival of Trees 
The Festival of Trees starts November 23rd. You 

can visit Evergreen and purchase chances to win a 

tree for $1 each or $6 for five tickets. The trees are 

donated by volunteers, employees, family 

members, and local organizations. All revenue 

from the sale of tickets goes toward the Resident 

Activity Fund. Last year, Evergreen Community  

raised $2,300 with 

generous donations from 

family, friends, and team 

members. Let’s see if we 

can surpass that total this 

year! Visit Evergreen 

between November 23rd 

and December 19th to 

purchase your tickets. All 

trees will be displayed in 

the Community Room 

and the winners will be 

drawn at the Happy Hour 

on December 20th. 

Community Involvement 



Evergreen 
Hospice Care 

Florence Bates 

James & Marcella Haas 

Timothy & Kelley Haas 

Steven & Susan Jones 

Marcia & William Lauck 

Lundquist Farm Partnership 

Gerald & Debra Lundquist  

Janice Lundquist  

Myra Lundquist 

Carla & Kathleen Nelson 

Charles & Mary Snyder 

Charles & Priscilla Tolman 

Evergreen Hospice Care would like to thank the following for their support of the JustLive! program: 

All donations to Evergreen Hospice Care directly benefit the patients 

in the JustLive! program. Gardening was a passion of Bob’s, who was 

a Master Gardener. The Evergreen Hospice team and his daughters, 

Janice and Karen, were able to take Bob to the Overland Park 

Arboretum on a beautiful 

September day. The group spent 

four hours on the outing and, 

according to the team, he 

enjoyed every minute. The 

afternoon was memorable for all. 

 

EHC would not be able to fulfill 

these wishes without the help of 

generous donations from 

individuals and families. If you 

are interested in giving to the 

JustLive! program, please visit 

our website at www.ehc4u.org 

and click on “Donate Now.”  

JustLive!  

Rivanold Tegomo is a first year  student at Johnson County Community College. Rivanold 

provides comfort and peace by singing hymns and sharing his positive attitude. Rivanold is such 

a hit at a local Assisted Living Community that all the residents gather in the common area to 

sing along to their favorite hymns. A staff member states “Rivanold has a remarkable way of 

connecting with a person and making them feel special.” Rivanold continues to go above and 

beyond by volunteering on a weekly basis. The staff and residents always look forward to his 

visits.  

 

 

Steve Litwer is our  musical genius. He br ings along his guitar  to each visit to share his 

new tunes. Steve recently started to customize playlists as a way for residents to reminisce 

about their life-journey through music. One resident states “It’s been a while since I felt so 

many emotions in one setting. My soul was truly touched by listening to some of my favorite 

songs.” Steve continues to find unique ways to connect with residents and ensure they have the 

opportunity to share their story.  

Volunteers are the heart and soul of Evergreen Hospice. They dedicate their free time to provide compassionate care 

to residents and their loved ones. We would like to recognize two volunteers who consistently exceed expectations.  



Evergreen Community of Johnson County would like to thank the following for their support of our mission: 

Donald & Thelma Allard 

Hubert & Norma Altis 

Donald & David Altis 

Kurtis Brown 

Danny & Cheryl Bunch 

Mary Ann Capo 

Keith & Valerie Cheney 

Beverly, Jeff, & Mary Duffendack 

Bonnie Farnsworth 

First Southern Baptist Church 

Jill Fisher 

Louella Hays 

Tom & Peg Hurley 

Dave & Fran King 

Don & Janet Knoche 

The Lotz Family Living Trust 

Walter & Ardes May 

Ronald & Bonnie Olds 

George & Juanita Prieto 

Debbie Rodman 

Anne Schneider 

Corky & Bernardean Souders 

William Whitaker 
 

Matt Bailey, Life Enrichment and Volunteer Coordinator at Evergreen Community, has 
worked in long-term care for two years, as well as in an assisted living community in the 
Northland. Before working in senior living, he was involved in youth sports programming for 
the YMCA of Greater Kansas City. Originally from St. Louis, Matt has lived in the KC area for six 
years. He graduated with a Bachelor of Science in Biology from the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis and is married to Kaitlynn. They have a son, Max, who is 5 months old now.  

Stephanie Hoover is the Life Transitions Specialist at Evergreen Community. She worked 
in a senior living community for six years as an Activity Director before making her transition 
to Evergreen Community in June of 2018. She earned her Bachelor of Arts in Business 
Administration from Ottawa University in Ottawa, Kansas. Stephanie enjoys spending time 
with her family, friends, and her dog, Maximus. 

Jay Collins, DMin, MDiv, is the Chaplain for ECOJC. He received his Master of Divinity at 
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary and later received a Doctor of Ministry from Eastern 
Seminary in Philadelphia. He has served as associate pastor, pastor, and head of staff in several 
churches. As a board certified professional chaplain for the last 12 years, he has worked in 
hospital settings and hospice care. Jay is married to Alyce, has two sons, and could fill an infield 
with grandchildren. He loves baseball, reading, baseball, writing, and baseball.   

Laurie Bancroft, started working at Evergreen Community in May of 2018 as  the Life 
Enrichment Coordinator. She is a graduate of Emporia State University, and has worked as an 
Activities Director for two years and has over 15 years of experience working in long-term care 
communities. In her spare time, Laurie enjoys spending time with her family, reading, fishing, 
and volunteering.   



Evergreen Living Innovations — Board of Directors 

Andrea Plowman, Chair 
 Jason Armstrong, Vice Chair 

Jill Grube, Treasurer 
Jessica Dupriest, Secretary 

Chad Butterfield 
Dianne Daugherty 

Anthony Davis 
Tom Dupriest 

Mark Gash 
Mary Gash 

Nancy Ingram 
Nathalie Marshall 

Bryan Rapp 
Penny Shaffer 

Dr. Frederick Short 
Cori Leonard Young 

Evergreen Hospice Care, LLC — Board of Directors 

Andrea Plowman, Chair 
 Jill Grube, Treasurer 

Jason Armstrong, Vice Chair 
Penny Shaffer 

Jessica Dupriest, Secretary 

The end of the summer and early fall brought many opportunities for residents to 
go on outings, as well as provided ample activities within Evergreen Community.   
 
In September, a group of residents and staff visited Union Station and enjoyed 
lunch at Ponak’s Mexican Kitchen on Southwest Boulevard.   
 
Also in September, Elegant Evening was held in the Evergreen courtyard. 
Residents were pampered that day by manicurists, hairstylists, and make-up 
artists. Family, friends, and residents enjoyed dressing up and being served hors 
d’oeurves and cocktails while listening to live music provided by The Sharon 
Andrews Duo. The event was a remarkable success, as you can see in pictures on 
page 2.  
 
Each month, Christabel Duggan, HR Generalist, leads Painting Picasso’s activity in 
the Community Room. When you visit Evergreen, the long hallway is an art gallery full of canvases painted by 
our residents in Painting Picasso’s and some of Christabel’s own amazing artwork is displayed as well. 

 
In October,  the Evergreen team and residents visited PawsAbilities 
in Olathe and volunteered to help them make hand-crafted pet treats. 
They were busy rolling out dough and cutting out bone-shaped pet 
treats with cookie cutters. Other residents and team members 
assisted the PawsAbilities staff in making apple streusel.  
 
On October 31st, everyone in the community dressed in costume, 
including our 4-legged friends, for the Halloween Happy Hour.  
Evergreen welcomed toddler-sized trick-or-treaters and the 
residents were thrilled to hand out candy and treats to them. 




