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Mountain Chalet, the third neighborhood spa at Evergreen 

Community to undergo renovation, is near completion. 

Thanks to funds raised at Denim & Dazzle 2017 and a 

grant from the CDBG, the bulk of the project’s costs were 

covered. Cottage Creek and Millcreek have already 

undergone renovation, which leaves Evergreen with one 

remaining spa. We have our sights set on the final spa 

renovation, which will be on Country Lane. Our goal is to 

raise enough funds at Denim & Dazzle 2018 to complete 

the final spa renovation. 

At the time of publication, the bath fixtures had not been 

installed, but the renovation is expected to be complete by 

the second week of March.   

The Mountain Chalet residents have been using the spas 

on Cottage and Millcreek during the renovation process.  

They are excited about having a fresh, updated 

neighborhood spa to use. The new amenities will provide a 

more relaxing experience with the fast-fill reservoir tub 

and built-in transfer system.  

Renovation projects like this would be not be possible 

without support from our donors. Thank you for your 

commitment in making our mission a reality, which is to 

provide the best possible long-term care services to the individuals we serve, including 

residents with limited assets. We sincerely appreciate your support of the residents living at 

Evergreen Community. 
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As we wrap up the renovations on the third 
neighborhood spa room at Evergreen Community, we 
have our sights set on starting the fourth, and final, 
renovation. Denim & Dazzle 2018 funds will help 
Evergreen Community cover the costs of the Country 
Lane spa room renovation. We are hopeful to 
experience the same success as last year and raise 
enough funds to cover the cost of the renovations. 

If you are interested in attending Denim & Dazzle 
2018, you may register at your convenience at 
www.bidpal.net/DenimandDazzle2018. Tickets for the 
general public are $75 per person or $700 to sponsor a 
table of ten. Tickets include hors d’oeuvres, two drinks, 
a plated dinner, live music, silent auction, and live 
auction. 

All bidding on silent auction items, Fund the Mission, 
and live auction items will be on your mobile device. 
Bidding is open on Friday, April 6 at 6:00pm, which is a 
full 24 hours before the event. You are able to bid 
remotely on your device throughout Saturday evening, 
whether you are attending the Denim & Dazzle or not, 
which means you may still participate from the 
comfort of your home.  

If you have interest in donating items to Denim & 
Dazzle or have a connection with a company who is 
interested in sponsoring the event, please contact 
Shawna Walberg at 913-477-8251 or 
shawnaw@gerti.org. Donations are being accepted 
through March 16.  



Did you know? 

Spring Bazaar 
 

The Johnson County Young 
Matrons are hosting a Spring 
Bazaar to benefit the Resident 
Activity Fund at Evergreen 
Community. We invite you to 
donate gently used items and/or 
welcome you to shop at the 
event. For more information, 
please contact Justine Ogdon at 
913-477-8212 or 
justineo@ecojc.org. 
 

March 22—23, 2018 
9:00am—4:00pm 

11875 S. Sunset Drive 
Debby Sullivan Room 

Olathe, Kansas 

New Directors Announced 
 
 

James Morgan was named the Evergreen 
Hospice Director on October 9, 2017.  
Previously James was the Director of Spiritual 
and Emotional Care. Before coming to 
Evergreen in July 2016 he was a hospice 
Chaplain Team Coordinator in Missouri for 
four years. James has also served as a pastor, 
was on the Air Force Academy faculty, and 

was a Missile Launch Officer. James has earned a Master of 
Divinity, a Master of Science (Management), and a Bachelor of 
Science (Psychology). James remarked, “It’s a true honor to be a 
part of an amazing Evergreen team who puts patients and their 
families first.”  

 
Wendi Patillo, has been working in long-
term care since 1997 when she started as a 
CNA. She has also worked in admissions, 
laundry, marketing, dietary, as a CMA, LPN, 
and RN. She attended JCCC and Park 
University. Wendi is a true “sports mom.” She 
attends all of her son’s events and cheers the 
loudest. Wendi has two sons; AJ is 16, 

sophomore at Olathe North; Laython is 15, freshman at Olathe 
North. They are very active in basketball, baseball, football, as 
well as track. Wendi has been married to her high school 
sweetheart for 18 years and together since 1995. 
 

New Registered Dietician 
 

Rebecca Shafer grew up in East Texas and 
moved to Kansas City in 2015. She attended 
Baylor University for Nutrition Sciences and 
completed a Master’s Degree and Dietetic 
Internship at Stephen F. Austin University. 
Rebecca enjoys walking her dog and playing 
piano. When it comes to nutrition Rebecca 
says, “I strongly believe in developing a 

relationship with each person in order work towards nutrition 
goals. When trust is established with the resident, I can use my 
time and knowledge to help them reach those goals and be 
comfortable with their nutrition. I have almost two years of 
experience in long-term care and have developed a passion for 
helping others to enjoy their food choices.” 

AmazonSmile  
Foundation 

 

Did you know you can donate to Ever-
green each time you make a purchase 
on Amazon?   
 
 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price 

of your eligible AmazonSmile    
purchases to ECOJC. 

 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon 
you know. Same products, same 
prices, same service. 

 Support ECOJC by starting your 
shopping at smile.amazon.com. 



Linda Butler, RN Case Manager, started with Evergreen Hospice in February 2017 as a  
part-time employee and joined the team full-time in December 2017.  Linda has her ADN and is 
currently working toward a BSN.  She has worked in hospice for five years and notes that it has 
been the most fulfilling job of her life.  Linda has a fiance , step-daughter-to-be, and shepherd-lab 
mix.  Her family enjoys going camping, going to the park, and playing outside as much as possible.  

Gene Fox, Chaplain & Bereavement Coordinator, is in his 7th year serving as a chaplain in 
hospice care. Prior to chaplaincy, Gene served for nearly 25 years as an associate minister in a 
handful of churches, with special attention to music and worship. He has a BA in Music Education,  
Ministerial Ordination and Clinical Pastoral Education. In June, he will celebrate his 28th 
anniversary with his wife, Rhonda. They have three adult children (with families of their own) plus a 

few cats. 

Sarah Farrell, Hospice Aide, grew up in a small town in northern Kansas. She earned a 
degree in Sociology from Emporia State University.  Sarah has worked in long-term care as a CNA, 
activities assistant, CMA, and Social Services. She started with Evergreen Hospice last July as an 
Aide. Sarah enjoys spending time with family, friends and her fiance , Dave. She enjoys traveling 
and reading.  

Evergreen 
Hospice Care 

Evergreen Hospice’s Just Live! program continues 
to create unforgettable memories for our patients 
and their families. We gave one patient a behind-
the-scenes tour of Arrowhead Stadium with a lot of 
help from the Chiefs’ Anthony Davis. Another 
patient was visited by K-State’s own Willie the 
Wildcat. Still another received a private visit and 
concert by Elvis! Additionally, two patients and 
their spouses were served special anniversary 
dinners (celebrating 71 and 69 years). Events like 
this are possible through the generous donations 
of individuals and families who want to help our 
patients “Just Live!” If you are interested in giving, 
please visit our website at www.ehc4u.org, click on 
“Donate Now” and use our PayPal link or email our 
Director, James Morgan, at JamesM@ehc4u.org. 
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Evergreen Hospice Care, LLC,  would like to thank the following for their support of the JustLive! program: 

Just Live! Program 

http://www.ehc4u.org
mailto:JamesM@ehc4u.org


Evergreen Community of Johnson County would like to thank the following  
for their support of Evergreen’s mission: 

Michael & Yvonne Althouse 
Anonymous 

William Basler, III 
Florence Bates 

George & Renate Blackwell 
Elvera Bollenbaugh 
Emily Borovetz 
Cory Boyel 

Peg & Leighton Broxterman 
Cheryl Bunch 

Cason, Edgett, Mahan  
& Lutjen, LLC 

Consalus Funeral Home 
Brent Cosgrove 

Karen and Larry Craig 
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Mark & Jacqueline Dwyer 
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Laurie Fanning 
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Raymond & Gertrude Fortier 
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Endowment Association 
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John Wittenborn 

Evergreen Living Innovations — Board of Directors 

Andrea Plowman, Chair 
 Jason Armstrong, Vice Chair 

Jill Grube, Treasurer 
Jessica Dupriest, Secretary 

Chad Butterfield 
Anthony Davis 
Tom Dupriest 
Nancy Ingram 

Bryan Rapp 
Penny Shaffer 

Dr. Frederick Short 
Cori Leonard Young 

Evergreen Hospice Care, LLC — Board of Directors 

Andrea Plowman, Chair 
 Jill Grube, Treasurer 

Jason Armstrong, Vice Chair 
Penny Shaffer 

Jessica Dupriest, Secretary 

In 2017, Evergreen Community provided high quality care to 170 residents and Evergreen Hospice provided 
person-centered end of life care to 66 patients and their family members. Your donations make a big impact 
in the lives of our residents. We will use your gifts as you choose, whether it be for a special occasion, an 
honor gift, or a memorial gift and donations can be designated for a specific activity, project, or 
neighborhood. All donations help us to provide exemplary care to all the people we are fortunate enough to 
serve. Everything we do revolves around improving the quality of life of our residents, hospice patients, and 
their families. You can make a charitable donation online at www.ecojc.org or www.ehc4u.org.   



GERTI continues to add new online courses quarterly for all employees of long-term 
care and CEUs for administrators, operators, nurses and social workers.  We now offer 
15 online courses.  New in 2018: GERTI has introduced guest speakers!  GERTI is 
inviting experts from the field of aging to share their knowledge with 
participants.  The response has been overwhelmingly positive.  In January, we had 
Michala Gibson, RN, co-owner of Prairie Elder Care speaking about Dementia and 
Martha Kelso, RN, owner of Wound Care Plus speaking about wound care.  In 
February, Stephanie Stewart, BSN, MSN,  Assistant Professor of Nursing at Missouri 
Western State University shared her knowledge about fall risk management.  In April, 
we plan to have Penny Shaffer, RN, Consultant speaking about Dementia and how to 
respond to difficult reactions.   
 
Over 6,000 students have attended GERTI classes since 2003 from over 460 organizations, and over 9,600 have 
attended GERTI for conferences/speaking presentations. 

Evergreen Community is always looking for new and innovative ideas for 
outings and activities.  Last summer, a group of residents went to the Olathe 
Animal Shelter and visited the animals available for adoption. As you can see 
from the photos, the visit was a big hit with both residents and animals, alike.  
Evergreen Community is home to several pets, but it is always fun to spread the 
love with new kittens and puppies. 
 
Residents also went out to eat, to movie theaters, and on shopping excursions. 
Also, the Evergreen Men’s Group recently went to the Crime Lab. 

 
In August, the Happy Hour was a casino theme, with decorative props and fun 
snacks.  Other Happy Hour themes in 2017 included Tailgating, Beach, Cinco de 
Mayo, St. Patrick’s, Valentine’s, and more. Did you know that  when you 
sponsor a Happy Hour at Evergreen, you provide funds for drinks and snacks 
for all residents who would like 
to attend? You can bid to 
sponsor a Happy Hour at Denim 
& Dazzle 2018. Each Happy 
Hour is $100. 

 
A highlight from December was an outing to tour Christmas 
lights around town.  Each neighborhood had a tour that 
included stopping by Deanna Rose and enjoying hot cocoa, 
Christmas cookies, and candy canes.  Similar outings took place 
in the fall to enjoy the changing of the seasons with spiced 
apple cider.  




