
N E W S L E T T E R 

Evergreen Community resident, John O’Leary, celebrated his 100th birthday on 

December 23, 2016. The U.S. Marines Twitter page acknowledged retired Marine 1st Lt. 

O’Leary’s birthday with a post on December 28, 2016 by tweeting, “This week, one of the last 

living WWII Marine veterans, 1st Lt. John O'Leary, celebrated his 100th birthday. Give him 

one... hundred!” The tweet included a short video with Col. Thomas M. Fahy, on behalf of the 

Marines at Combat Logistics Regiment 4, thanking him for his service and wishing him a 

happy birthday. 

Several websites picked up the story written by Sgt. Ian Leones. In the article, Sgt. Leones 

shared that O’Leary witnessed the bombardment on Iwo Jima and saw combat in Guam.  He 

wrote that O’Leary’s pride for the Marine Corps never faded and that O’Leary was still sharp 

and had a great sense of humor. Sgt. Leones quoted O’Leary as saying, “The Marine Corps is a 

great organization. It’s full of a lot of dedicated individuals. I’m very proud of my time as a 

Marine.”  

Among pictures in his room at Evergreen 

Community was an original copy of the 

photograph of the second flag-raising on Iwo 

Jima.   

Evergreen Community staff and residents 

were honored to celebrate O’Leary’s birthday 

with him and will cherish the time spent with 

him. O’Leary passed away on 

January 11, 2017, surrounded by family 

members, Evergreen Community staff 

members, and Evergreen Hospice staff. 

Evergreen Resident Honored by Marine Corps 

Picture courtesy of https://www.dvidshub.net/news/218808/always-
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HOMECOMING WEEK 
 
Homecoming Week is approaching quickly and it is one of the favorite 
weeks of the year for residents and staff alike.  This year’s 
Homecoming Week is scheduled for May 8-14. In previous years, we 
have had daily themes such as Western Day, Beach Day, Jungle Day, 
Twins  Day, and more. If you would like to be involved in the 
festivities of Homecoming Week, contact Erik Wray, Director of 
Quality of Life, at 913-477-8272 or ErikW@ecojc.org.  

 
REMEMBRANCE REUNION 
 
This June, the third Annual Remembrance Reunion will take 
place in the courtyard at Evergreen Community. Family 
members, friends, residents, and staff are invited to attend this 
event. Brunch is offered and there is an opportunity to write 
personal messages on balloons and share stories before 
releasing the balloons. If you are interested in attending this 
heart-warming event, please RSVP to Patricia Hudson, Life 
Coach, at 913-477-8211 or PatriciaH@ecojc.org. 
 

 

ELEGANT EVENING 
 
Elegant Evening is an annual event held in the Evergreen 
courtyard each fall. Elegant Evening is possible due to the 
tireless effort of the staff of Evergreen Community, Evergreen 
Hospice, and GERTI, as well as the many volunteers who make 
sure each resident enjoys an evening of elegance. The 
Evergreen kitchen staff caters the evening with hors d’oeuvres. 
Live music makes the night lively and with many family and 
friends visiting, it makes for a fun, relaxing evening. Volunteers 
take time to be stylists, manicurists, make-up artists, and 
hairstylists. It is a favorite night of the year for many. 
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Students from Rockhurst University’s Physical Therapy Program volunteer at 

Elegant Evening in 2016. 



Did you know? 

Belinda Vierthaler, Director of GERTI, started her position in August, 2016. She is a 

Licensed Master Social Worker and Licensed Adult Care Home Administrator. Belinda 

has worked as an Administrator at skilled nursing and assisted living communities and 

served as the State Long-Term Care Ombudsman under the administrations of Governor 

Parkinson and Governor Brownback. She was involved in the person directed care 

movement through involvement as the Board Chair of the Kansas Culture Change 

Coalition. Just before she came to Evergreen, Belinda worked for The Piper, an assisted 

living community, as their Community Leader and taught the Administrator in Training 

and Assisted Living Operator courses at Johnson County Community College. Throughout 

her career, ensuring that dignity, respect, and resident rights are upheld for people living in long-term care 

has been a passion of hers. 

 

GERTI has over 30 course offerings in the first half of 2017. New courses include a monthly one hour Lunch 

and Learn with topics including “Coaching vs. Counseling” and “Balancing Work and Personal Life.” Other 

new courses are “State Regulations for Dummies” and “Nutrition Assistant.” GERTI is 

planning on releasing its first online course later this year entitled “Social Work Ethics in 

Long Term Care.”  Additionally, in an effort to streamline the registration process, we are 

excited to offer the option of course payments online. 

 

For more information on GERTI course offerings, visit our website at www.GERTI.org or 

visit our GERTI Facebook page. 

Fall Bazaar  
 

Thanks to the Johnson County 

Young Matrons for helping to 

organize the Fall Bazaar. This year, 

the bazaar raised more than $2,200, 

with all proceeds going toward the 

Resident Activity Fund. 

Festival of Trees 
 

The Festival of Trees set a new record this past December of 

$2,600. Twenty-three trees were donated by family members, staff 

members, and business with themes including Royals, BBQ, 

coffee, spa, game night and more. All proceeds from this 

fundraiser go to the Resident Activity Fund. 

Annual Fund Drive 
 

It was a record-setting year for the Annual Fund Drive. Our goal 

was to raise $3,000 and thanks to many generous donors, we 

raised $3,695. The funds will be used to help remodel the third spa 

room in Evergreen Community. Our donors make amazing things 

possible at Evergreen Community. We thank you for your 

generosity. 



Evergreen 
Hospice Care 

Marci Michnick joined the Evergreen Hospice team in September 2016 as Social Worker and 

Volunteer Coordinator. Marci earned her Master of Social Work from the University of Missouri—

Kansas City. She previously held roles in oncology social work, as well as hospice social work. 

Marci has served as a past board member and current volunteer with the Funeral Consumers 

Alliance of Greater Kansas City. Prior to returning to school for her master's degree, Marci worked 

in office management and administration and she has found that her administrative skillset has been 

an asset to her social work roles. 

Cory Webb officially joined the Evergreen family on October 17, 2016 as a Health Information 

Specialist after completing her 8-week internship with Evergreen through DeVry University.  She 

has an Associate’s Degree in Healthcare Information Technology and is working toward her 

Registered Health Information Technician certification.  Cory splits her time between Evergreen 

Community and Evergreen Hospice, and loves being surrounded by so many people who are 

passionate about resident centered care.  She has three kids ages 12, 10, and 5 that keep her pretty 

busy.  However, some of her hobbies include playing volleyball, hiking, going on bike rides, as well 

as watching movies and reading books when the weather isn’t nice.   

Evergreen Hospice Care is growing!  Evergreen Hospice Care  

welcomes three new caring professionals to our team! 

Just Live! 
The Just Live! Program continues to provide a special 

day for residents. One was treated to a lunch at his 

favorite restaurant; the other was able to share a 

concert with his bride of 64 years. 

Getting Involved 
Our Social Worker and Volunteer Coordinator, Marci 

Michnick, organized a cookie-decorating party for the 

residents of ECOJC. With the help of ECOJC Life 

Coaches and Dining Services team, we created 

delicious, laughter-filled memories. 

Katie Adams began working for Evergreen Hospice in January.  Katie comes to Evergreen with 

nine years nursing experience, primarily in Burn Care and ICU.  She earned her Associate’s Degree 

in Nursing from Kansas City Kansas Community College, her B.S. in Nursing from Chamberlain 

College of Nursing, as well as a B.A. in General Studies (with emphases in Biology and Sociology).  

Before nursing, Katie was a paramedic in Kansas City for nine years.  She is married with three 

boys, three dogs, a cat, a gecko, and a fish. She volunteers with the Louisburg Area Recreation 

Association.  Katie shared, “I enjoy being an advocate, cheering for the underdog, and helping out 

wherever I can.” 



Evergreen Living Innovations and its operating divisions, Evergreen Community of Johnson County, 
Evergreen Hospice  Care, LLC, and GERTI, would like to thank the following for their support of 

Evergreen’s mission: 

You can donate by visiting any of our websites and clicking on “Donate” to use PayPal. If  you have any 
questions or would like to make a donation, contact Shawna Walberg, ELI Business Coordinator  at 
913-477-8251 or ShawnaW@ecojc.org. 
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Clock Medical Supply 

Kyle & Janet Cox 

Debbie Donnell 

Driscoll’s 
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Nancy Empson 

David & Deb Fick 

Financial Management, Inc. 

Edna Flinn 
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Loren Griffith 

Susan Cline Gwinn 

Timothy & Ann Harrison 

Robert & Kathy Hay 
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Shannon & Judith Manning 

Wayne & Kristin Mertel 
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Janet O’Connell 

Justine Ogdon 

Olathe Medical Center 

Harlan Parker 

E.W. Patton 

Payne & Jones Chartered 

Lora Peaco 

David & Debbie Pennington 

Joseph & Mary Lou Penquite 

Mark & Joanne Preisinger 

Mike & Carol Press 

Sue Qualls 

Jack & Lori Scott 

Shaner Family Fund 

Carmetta Shaw 

Kathleen Smith 

Summit Care, Inc 

Kristina Svejda 

William Swanson 

Larry Tice 

United Healthcare 

Ed Weger 
Wendling Noe Nelson & Johnson LLC 

Ron & Suann Wilson 

Bev Wittenborn 

Lawrence & Judith Youngdoff 

ELI will use your gifts as you choose, whether it be for a special occasion, an honor gift, or a memorial gift. 
Donations can be used for a specific activity, project, neighborhood, or gift. All donations designated to go to 
Evergreen Community go directly toward enhancing the quality  of life of the residents. Your donation to 
Evergreen Hospice Care helps us to provide exemplary care to all of the people we are fortunate enough to 

serve. Everything we do revolves around improving quality of life and focusing on what is important to the 

hospice patient and family. 

www.ehc4u.org www.eliinc.org www.ecojc.org www.gerti.org 
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Volunteer Appreciation 

If you have volunteered at 
Evergreen in the past year, keep an 
eye out for your invitation to our 
Annual Volunteer Luncheon. This 
year, the luncheon will be held in 
the Community Room at Evergreen 
on April 26, at noon.  

We appreciate your time, passion, 
and energy that you give to our 
residents. 

For more information regarding 
the Volunteer Luncheon, contact 
Peter Eggebrecht at 913-477-8254 
or PeterE@ecojc.org. 

Evergreen Day Camp 

A new youth volunteer program is 
being implemented this summer at  
Evergreen Community. We are 
excited to start working with several 
school districts in our area who will  
nominate youth ages 12-17 to 
volunteer during the summer break. 
There are opportunities to help with 
group activities, one-on-one 
activities and more. 

If you would like more information 
on this program, contact Peter 
Eggebrecht, Chaplain and Volunteer 
Coordinator, at 913-477-8254 or 
PeterE@ecojc.org. 

Denim & Dazzle 2017 

Denim & Dazzle 2017 is just 
around the corner!  If you would 

like to donate an item to the silent 
auction, it is not too late to do so. 

Contact Erik Wray, Director of 
Quality of Life, at 913-477-8272 or 

ErikW@ecojc.org. 

Check out the back cover of this 
newsletter for more details about 

the event. 
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